








Zac Adelman, a research associate with the IE’s Center for Environmental Modeling 
for Policy Development, recently spent an afternoon sparking the interest of 
North Carolina’s future leaders on environmental issues. Adelman was invited 
to speak to social science students at North Carolina Governor’s School East, a 
six-week residential summer program for 400 rising high-school seniors, after the 
students expressed interest in learning about issues related to climate change and  
alternative energy.

“I prepared two 90-minute presentations, but I didn’t even come close to get-
ting through all the material because the students were so engaged, speaking up to 
give examples and ask questions,” Adelman said.

In addition to discussing climate change on a grand scale, Adelman included 
ways it would impact North Carolina specifically, as well as information on what 
policymakers and nonprofits in North Carolina are doing to address the prob-
lem. He also informed students on how they as individuals could make a positive  
environmental impact.

“Zac did an awesome job,” said teacher Caroline Browne. “He had a rapt audi-
ence, and kids even stayed after class to ask him questions. He really addressed the 
whole realm of hot topics the students were interested in learning about.”  

Teaching teens about climate change

CEMPD associate brings  

climate change  

awareness to the students  

of Governor’s School East

Zac Adelman with CEMPD presents to  
Governor’s School East students this past July.

natural disasters, the dramatic 
decline in biodiversity, and the 
associated impacts on public health. 
These mega problems require mega 
solutions that can only come from 
partnerships across the university, 
and I’m excited about forming 
those partnerships.”

This interdisciplinary approach 
is also essential to the Institute’s 
education and outreach missions, 
Berke noted. “In educating our 
students, we want to build the 
next generation of boundary-
spanning, integrative thinkers, 
with a balance between the depth 
of knowledge and the ability to 
take an integrated approach to 
problem-solving. And, through 
our Environmental Resource 
Program and other outreach 
efforts, we are working with schools 
and communities to help them 
with the resources they need to 
understand and address important  
environmental concerns.”

Band said that he and Berke 
bring complementary skills and 
interests to their new roles, provid-
ing a perfect example of the type 
of interdisciplinary partnership 
they seek to build. “I work more 
from the sciences background; 
Phil – who is one of the leaders in 
environmental planning – works 
more from the planning, social 
science and community-building 
perspective. We both recognize 
that study of the environment 
requires integration across the 
sciences and social sciences, as 
well as the humanities, and we 
look forward to building these  
partnerships together.”  

Berke, continued from page 2
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Hail to Carolina's

G RA  D U AT  E S

Ariadne Prior-Grosch, Alec Palermo, Lilly Clark, Lauren 
Miller and Kincaid Lowe at the IE's commencement 
party in the Fed Ex Global Education building.

Graduate Ryan Haig receives his diploma from then-
Interim IE Director Dr. Bob Peet and Greg Gangi, IE 
Associate Director for Education.

Graduates Emma Susick, David Steber and Laura Askins

Lisa Kirkley and her family
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receives two 
new grants 

to fund 
research

he Institute for the Environment is grateful for two 
generous grants received recently to support two very 
different, yet equally important, areas of research: 
nuclear energy and tree seedling survival.

A $255,000 grant given by George F. Russell, Jr. 
supports the research of Dr. Jun Li, a nuclear engineer 
formerly at North Carolina State University whose work 
focuses on the partitioning of spent nuclear fuel, trans-
mutation of specific nuclides, and non-proliferation, 
explained Dr. David McNelis, director of the IE’s Center 
for Sustainable Energy, Environment and Economic 
Development (C-SEEED). Li joined C-SEEED in 
August. “We are most grateful to Mr. Russell for mak-
ing it possible for Jun to continue his research here at 
UNC,” McNelis said.

An $84,000 research grant given by Dominion 
Power was awarded to Dr. Bob Peet (see page 3) for his 
project, “Establishment and Survival of Floodplain Tree 
Seedlings: Roanoke River.” The project seeks to monitor 

the survival of tree seedlings in the downstream flood-
plain of the Roanoke River near Dominion’s Roanoke 
Rapids (NC) Power Station. 

Jackie White, a graduate student in ecology, is the 
project manager for this grant, and is working with 
Peet and other graduate students on the project. “The 
bottomland forests associated with the lower Roanoke 
River have been identified by The Nature Conservancy 
as the largest remaining extent of this ecosystem in the 
Southeast,” she said. “These forests not only represent 
a conservation treasure for North Carolina; they also 
provide many other ecosystem services associated with 
wetlands. The Roanoke bottomlands are also a popular 
area for recreation, particularly hunting and fishing, and 
ecotourism brings much needed revenue to this region 
of our state. Incorporating science into environmental 
management and restoration is critical, and I think this 
project can be a model for the management of other 
regulated coastal plain rivers.”  

Neil Davis recently joined IE’s CEMPD 
as a research associate and meteorological 
modeler. His background includes research 
on regional climate and statistical modeling 
in East Africa as part of his MS in atmo-
spheric science from North Carolina State 
University. He also has a BS in meteorology 
from Valparaiso University.

Alexis Zubrow has joined IE’s 
CEMPD as a research associate. He comes 
from the Center for Integrating Statistical and 
Environmental Science at the University of 
Chicago, where he worked on air quality mod-
eling, data assimilation, and the impact of low 
levels of ozone on asthma. He earned his mas-
ter’s degree from the University of Wisconsin.

Barry Rabe has joined the UNC Institute for the Environment’s Board of 
Visitors. Rabe is a professor of public policy in the Ford School at the 
University of Michigan and holds appointments in the School of Natural 
Resources and Environment and the Program in the Environment. He 
is a non-resident senior fellow in the Governance Studies Program at the 
Brookings Institution. Much of his recent research examines state and 
regional development of policies to reduce greenhouse gases, which has 
been conducted in collaboration with the Brookings Institution and the Pew Center on Global 
Climate Change. In 2006, Rabe became the first social scientist to receive a Climate Protection 
Award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in recognition of his contribution to 
both scholarship and policy making. 

During the 2008–09 year, Rabe will be a visiting professor at the Miller Center of Public 
Affairs at the University of Virginia, where he will help organize a National Conference 
on Climate Governance and a series of subsequent publications. Rabe earned his BA 
from Carthage College, and MA and PhD degrees in political science from the University  
of Chicago.

Six members have been reelected to the Board of Visitors: William Clarke, Dennis Crumpler, 
Charles T. “Chip” Hagan III, Mike Leonard, Reid Murchison and Jim Parrott. We appreciate 
the willingness of each of these members to volunteer their time to serve the Institute.  

Board of Visitors adds one 
member, renews six

barry rabe

Roanoke Rapids project technicians Rick Ranalli, Ashley Tuggle and Sabrie Breland monitor seedlings and record trees.

People News  

at the Institute
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Deidre Connelly Galvin
Albert W. Gard III
Carolyn W. Gard
Joseph F. M. Gatins
Tasha Gemma
Gary Caston Gischel
Malena Mercedes Gordon
Carol DeVito Green
Arthur W. Gregg
Ian Walker Hagans
Rebecca Young Hampton
Ronald Wade Hampton
Barbara Feldkircher Hardy
Alan Wilson Harper
Elizabeth Myatt Holsten
Charles B. Holt
William Bruce Holt, Jr.
Dorothy B. Huck
J. Lloyd Huck
Sally Cunningham Johnson and Bill Johnson
D. Michael Jones
Charlotte A. Jones-Roe and Chuck Roe
Peter Heinrich Juergensen
Adhir Kackar
Sarah Magruder Kackar
Barbara Staff Kaplan
Barry Martin Kilfoil
Latoya T. King
Alexa Nicole Kleysteuber
Richard K. Kneipper
Sherry Hayes Kneipper
Ellen Lambeth
Charles Gordon Lampley IV
Benjamin Adam Leder
Deidre Brooke Ledford
Steve and Betsy Levitas
Jo Ann Levo
Diane B. Linfors
Deborah Rubin Luboff
Peter Lynch
Michael Telfair Mahaffy
Charlene Rose Mangi
Kristina Marada
Kraig Darren Marquis
Sally Wood McDonald
Cooper Millican McGuire
Matthew William Mehok
Sharon Pickard Merritt
William Ambrose Mills IV
Michael Mitchell
William Kenneth Morgan III
Belinda Anne Morris
J. Reid Murchison III
Patricia Louise Murphy
Joan Douglas Murray
Frances Sanger Oakley
Brittany Lynn Oberdorff
Julia Ann Olson
Charles Dexter Owen III
Jim Parrott
Robert T. Perry
Carter Richardson Phillips
Harry Herman Phillips
A. Gregory Powell
Elizabeth Wood Pratt
Laurie Prentice-Dunn
Steven Prentice-Dunn
Priscilla Edith Preston
Clement Alexander Price
James E. Pugh
Richard Ramirez
John Gordon Ratliff
Kimberly Jane Ray
Caroline Weaver and Tony Reevy
Virginia McGee Richards

Chancellor’s Club Members
(gifts of $2,000 and more)

Anonymous
Kirk Bradley
Dennis Crumpler
Tom Darden
The Hon. Kay Hagan and Chip Hagan
The Hon. Pricey Taylor Harrison
Mary Lamberton Hill
Olivia Holding
Bill Hollan, Jr.
Ken Mountcastle, Jr.
David N. and Gladys Hau McNelis
Jane Preyer
Rich Preyer, Jr.
George F. Russell, Jr.
Bill and Nancy Stanback
Tom and Becca Valone

Other Individuals
(gifts of less than $2,000)

James Ackerman
Frederick Randolph Anderson, Jr.
Hannah and Pete Andrews
Patrica Joyner Babcock
Warner King Babcock
James William Baley
Katherine Wilcox Baley
Jeffrey Quinn Barden
Audrey Blake Barrett
Judy Ann Beck
James Franklin Bell
Allen Earl Bellamy
C. Trent Blackman
Philip Blumenthal
John S. Boreyko
Kathy Sparks Bowerman
Robert Edward Bowerman, Jr.
Walter R. Boynton
John Dillon Britt
Nancy Awbrey Brittain
Richard Lilly Broadwell
Sumner Brown
Scott McGee Bryant
Nicole Ronnette Carson
Jay Randall Carver
Charles Giacomo Catotti
Diane Napolitano Catotti
Charles Wesley Causey III
Edith Ann Cecil
Betsy Morris Chaffin
Richard Lee Clinton
Robert Alan Cowan
Christy Ford Crain
Elizabeth B. Crawford
Douglas J. Crawford-Brown
Christopher J. Daggett
Brenda S. Davis
Lisa Dee
Natenna Marie Dobson
Hannah S. Early
Robert Wendell Eaves, Jr., and 
     Lieutenant Governor Beverly Eaves Perdue
Mary Lee Brooks Edmonds
Thomas A. Elliott, Jr.
Ken Eudy
Jerry Lynn Evans
Dorus Edgar Faires
Ruth Binkley Finley
Carey Elizabeth Fitzmaurice
Deborah Fried Freed
Wesley Hamilton Fuller

Ray Marshall Robbins, Jr.
Cathy S. Roche
Karl Richard Rogers
Winn Price Sams
Georgina Sanz
John Beverley Sauls, Jr.
Christopher Glenn Sawyer
William Cooper Scurry
Julie Ann Shambaugh
Uma Shankar
John Gilbert Shaw
Robert Barry Smythe
Debbie Parker Stevens
Richard David Stevens
Andrew Paul Stoecker
Daniel Israel Sugarman
Katie Lynn Supler
Lynne Ellen Swaine
C. Edward Teague III
Joshua Richard Troy
Sarah Houghton Troy
Thomas DeBot Vaughn
Kevin Lawrence Walker
Morgan Lynn Watford
Alana McAllister Wilson
Julia Taylor Woodward
Michael Scott Woodward
Deborah Jeanne Wright
I. Clark Wright, Jr.
Robert Stanley Wright
J. David Yount

Corporations, Foundations  
and Institutions
Anyang University (Korea)
Broadlands Charitable Lead Annuity Trust
Chadwick Management LLC
Community Foundation of Southeastern  
     North Carolina
Dominion Resources
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Golden LEAF Foundation
Hagan Family Fund
Ella Ann L. and Frank B. Holding Foundation
Manteo (N.C.) Rotary Club 
National Council for Science and  
     the Environment
Julian Price Family Foundation
Progress Energy Foundation
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation
Salisbury Community Foundation
Eddie and Jo Allison Smith Family Foundation
Wachovia Corporation
Wallace Genetic Foundation
Winston-Salem Foundation

Memorial and Honorary Gifts
(These individuals were honored or  
memorialized by gifts to the Institute  
from others)

G. Watts Hill, Jr. *
Fran Lynn *
The Honorable Danny McComas

     * Deceased

Endowments Founded During 
2007/2008
Sustainable Community Design Fund

UNC Institute for the Environment 
H ono   r  Ro  l l  2 0 0 7 / 2 0 0 8

The Institute thanks these donors for their generous support 



Earth Day lecture given 
by environmental author
David Orr, environmental author, 
scholar, entrepreneur and Paul Sears Dis-
tinguished Professor of Environmental 
Studies and Politics at Oberlin College, 
gave the IE’s 2008 Earth Day lecture on 
April 22. His talk, entitled, “Some Like it 
Hot, but Lots More Don’t: The Chang-
ing Climate of U.S. Politics,” discussed 
environmental issues (particularly climate 
change) in the political sphere. Before his 
evening lecture, which was open to the 
public, Orr spent the day meeting with 
campus groups.

Tour for new Carolina faculty  
visits dam removal project 
On May 13, participants on the 11th Tar 
Heel Bus Tour spent their lunch hour 
touring the Carbonton Dam Site, the 
location of North Carolina’s largest-ever 
dam removal project. Martin Doyle, asso-
ciate professor of geography and director 
of the IE’s Center for Landscape Change 
and Health, spoke to the group, which 
was comprised of 36 new members of 
the UNC-Chapel Hill faculty. In 2005, 
Doyle helped Restoration Systems, LLC 
remove the dam, which had been out of 
use for years but was the source of con-
siderable environmental damage to the 
area. After the dam’s removal, two small 
species of fish that were thought to be 
wiped out in the area repopulated.
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Upcoming  
Institute Events

 
Safe and Sustainable Drinking Water in 
Developing and Developed Countries: Where 
Science Meets Policy

Wednesday, November 5 – Thursday, November 6, 2008 

William and Ida Friday Center for Continuing Education

 
Dr. Daniel Okun Memorial Symposium 

Friday, November 7, 2008

Rosenau Building, Room 133 

 
Winter 2008 Commencement and UNC 
Institute for the Environment Holiday Party 

Sunday, December 14, 2008, 4:00 p.m.

The Farm

 
Securing our Energy Future: Next Generation 
Photovoltaics and Solar Fuels 

Thursday, January 15 – Saturday, January 17, 2009

The Carolina Club and Stone Center

 
Spring 2009 Commencement 

Sunday, May 10, 2009

FedEx Global Education Building




